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Washington, D.C. 20231 



SIR: 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 5 1.111 



This Amendment is being filed in response to the Office Action dated July 30, 
2001 (Paper No. 6). Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the following paragraphs in the specification: 
Page 3, beginning line 20: 

Specifically, in an MPEG information distribution system, a method according to 
the invention for forming a transport stream having a bitrate BR and including one or 
more programs, [the] comprises the steps of: defining N slots within the transport 
stream, each of the N slots being associated with a respective plurality of 
non-contiguous transport packets, each of the respective non-contiguous transport 
packets being separated by N-1 transport packets; and including, within the transport 
stream being formed, up to N transport encoded programs, where each transport 
encoded program is associated with one of the N slots and has a bitrate of BR/N; and 
in the case of less than N transport encoded programs being included within the 
transport stream being formed, including NULL transport packets within the transport 
stream being formed, the NULL packets forming NULL programs within the transport 
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